QC DOLLARWISE MEMBERSHIP

MEETING MINUTES

January 17, 2008
Linda McGehee, QC DollarWise coordinator, called the meeting of the QC DollarWise membership to order at 3:40 p.m. at the Moline Public Library.  Board members present were:  Lisa Ahern, Deb Bartman, Rita Cunningham, Margaret Murphy, Paul Plagenz, and Matt Sharer.  Minutes of the December 6, 2007 Membership Meeting were unanimously approved as written.

REPORTS/COMMITTEES

President’s Report

Lisa Ahern reported that the Board held a retreat in December 2007 where the Board focused on the activities of DollarWise for 2008.  We discussed having a membership drive and several Board members are working on that.  2008 is about getting our name out there but doing more in 2008.  Topics are listed on the calendar passed out today to everyone and the topics are related to what is going on in the country.  Also, one of our goals is to form closer relationships with businesses through our Lunch and Learn programs that are being developed.  The third goal is to be responsive to the community needs.  Strong active members will be needed to fulfill these goals.

Financial Report
Margaret Murphy reported a balance of $18,542.06 as of December 2007.  To keep the report as accurate as possible, Margaret has added an “in kind” contributions section to the Financial Report to indicate contributions from individuals or organizations, that were not necessarily cash but product that has helped keep QCDW in the black. 

OLD BUSINESS

Money Smart Week

Linda McGehee reported she and several Board members have been collaborating concerning Money Smart Week in Iowa, April 5-13, 2008.  The committee has several programs in mind, including ‘Don’t Gamble with Your Credit‘ and ‘College Savings’.  Also planned is a counselor from Augustana College to discuss college finances with parents of high school juniors.  Janet Holton invited everyone to the Money Smart Week breakfast, 7:30 a.m., Thursday, April 3 at CASI, 1035 W. Kimberly Road, Davenport, Iowa.  Augustana College is a possible site for the QC DollarWise activities.  Paul Plagenz announced that the JA Biz Kid$ program will run on WQPT starting Sunday, April 6 at noon.  Deb Bartman reported that the libraries would be having shredding machines available to the public during Money Smart Week.
Foreclosure Summit

Lisa Ahern spoke about the Quad City Reinvestment Coalition (QCRC) that has started in the Quad Cities.  This group is concerned about working with the local financial institutions to get them to reinvest in all of the community and also the number of foreclosures in the community.  She explained that there was a foreclosure summit on Saturday, December 8, 2007.  She said that DollarWise’s function is to be responsive to community needs and this is partly met by joining with QCRC.  Scott County has the largest number of foreclosures in the Quad Cities.  The summit gave a good overview of the problem and how to respond to this on the local and national level in legislatures.  Effects of foreclosures are changes to property taxes and neighborhoods.  Lisa said the goal is to find people who are heading toward foreclosure and get them help before it becomes an impossible task.  On February 14, there is a Foreclosure Outreach Day sponsored by Illinois Housing Development Authority.  There will be housing counselors and lenders on site to work with people.  More information will be available on the website.

NEW BUSINESS

Membership Drive

Paul Plagenz reported that the committee is working on obtaining new members and asked for suggestions from the members present.  Several ideas were presented including contacting former members, everyone present providing his committee with names of possible members and possibly organizations providing a testimonial of why their organization is a member.  Lisa asked for members to be on the committee, not just Board members.  The committee is planning an event for the end of February and is looking for host/s.  Paul said that the committee was looking into possibly having an event where outsiders would be invited and they could see DollarWise in action and learn about our organization.

12-Month Activity Calendar

Linda McGehee passed out the DollarWise activity calendar.  This is the same calendar that is on the website.  Organizations are encouraged to put their activities on the calendar.  Members are encouraged to host a program on any of the topics.  Any financial program is welcome on the website but especially those that are open to the public.

DollarWise Week

Linda McGehee asked for more help on the DollarWise Week committee.  It is not too early to plan events for that week.  Contact Linda to volunteer.

Tax Preparation Help 

Rita Cunningham suggested that DollarWise send out a PSA listing free help for tax preparation.  Places suggested included: the IRS office in Davenport, Iowa which helps anyone with income less than $40,000 (in both English and Spanish), AARP locations, local colleges and universities, 

NEXT MEETING

The meeting closed at 4:20 p.m.  Board meetings will now be held every second Thursday of the month and the membership meetings will be held every third Thursday of the month.  The next four membership meetings are being held at the Rock Island Library.  The next Board Meeting is February 14, 2008 at 4:00 p.m. at the Junior Achievement offices, 800 12th Avenue, Moline. The next Membership Meeting is Thursday, February 21, 2008, 3:30 p.m. at the Rock Island Library, 401 19th Street, Rock Island.   
Members and guests included: Trisha Taylor, Janet Holton, Rita Toalson and Lynnette Meincke.

Submitted by:

Rita Cunningham, secretary

