QC DOLLARWISE MEMBERSHIP

MEETING MINUTES

May 22, 2008

Linda McGehee, QC DollarWise coordinator, called the meeting of the QC DollarWise membership to order at 3:45 p.m. at the Rock Island Public Library.  Board members present were:  Lisa Ahern, Rita Cunningham, Margaret Murphy, Matt Sharer and Michelle VanOpdorp.  

REPORTS/COMMITTEES

President’s Report

Lisa Ahern, chair, reported that QCDW has 30-40 organizations that feel strongly about financial education.  QCDW is the hub that tries to bring all these resources together.  A new contact for QCDW is QC Boys and Girls Club.  Nancy Perkins is interested in partnering with us to develop a financial literacy program for their kids.  There are five sites in the Quad Cities with at least 100 kids at each of these sites at any time throughout the week.    

Treasurer’s Report
Margaret Murphy, treasurer, reported that QCDW received $8,000 of $10,000 from the Illinois Asset Building Grant.  She also reported that DollarWise received a $10,000 grant from United Way.  The membership renewals are starting to come in.  Expenses for the year for the most part have been contract labor for the coordinator.

OLD BUSINESS

DollarWise Week—September 20-27, 2008

The United Conference of Mayors has a DollarWise Week each year and QCDW is a participant in that week.  This year’s theme is “Savings for Families and Children.”  The main activity is the Mayors’ Breakfast, scheduled this year for Thursday, September 18, 2008.  This activity would be a kick-off to the financial literacy events that would be available to the public all the next week.  There is a need for volunteers to help with this event on different subcommittees—decorations, food, speakers, programs and events during the following week.   

Business-to-Business “Lunch & Learns”

Chris McCoy and Michelle VanOpdorp are working on this program and they are putting together a four-week program that they can take into businesses. The programs would be provided during a lunch hour or condensed into a shorter time frame.  The committee is looking for companies with about 15-20 employees so that every employee can get individual attention, if needed.  The committee also needs presenters for the programs.  The goal of the committee is to start these programs during DollarWise Week in September.  The next Lunch & Learn meeting is scheduled for June 10, 2008 at Waddell & Reed, 2305 E.52nd Street, Davenport and any QCDW member is welcome.  

Grants

The Illinois Asset Building Grant is an initiative to build awareness in the communities of Illinois about the value of opening a savings account for children, at birth.  QCDW’s role is to speak in the community about this program, work with various organizations and with local legislators to help them become more aware of value of this program in the community, especially for low-income families.  Our initial goal is to start strategizing about how we, and others in the community, can get this information out to the whole community.   

NEW BUSINESS

Coordinator

Linda McGehee announced her resignation effective after this meeting.  Other obligations have caused her to leave QCDW at this time.  She thanked the Board and QCDW member for working with her and the Board thanked her for her work.

QC DollarWise Week Update

The Federal Reserve is having a seminar on Friday, September 26, and the focus is on housing foreclosures.  QCDW is promoting the event and is a co-sponsor.

Dori Rand has been invited to speak at the Mayors’ Breakfast and Lisa Ahern will contact her with the date as soon as the mayors commit to the September 19th date.  Rita Cunningham will look for location/s to hold the breakfast when Lisa has confirmed the mayors.

Members discussed additional ideas for activities during DollarWise Week including asking lending institutions to hold an open house where parents and children, from Boys and Girls Clubs, etc., would come and open a savings account for the children.  

Another of the activities includes using the film “In Debt We Trust” for college-age kids, and others, throughout the Quad Cities.  The goal is to have this played at the local colleges, universities and libraries.  The City of Rock Island is taking on the Rock Island sites.  The members present took over contacting the different locations:  St. Ambrose—Dave Hulsbrink, BlackHawk College—Lisa Ahern, Augustana College—Chris McCoy and Trisha Taylor, Scott Community College—Rita Cunningham, Bettendorf Library—Mike VanSpeybroeck, Davenport Library—Margaret Murphy, Rock Island Library—Trisha Taylor/KTN Task Force already contacted, and Moline Library—Deb Bartman.   Lisa Ahern will send the movie review out to these folks so they will have information when making these presentations.  QCDW will provide pizza, pop and popcorn to each of these locations.  The movie is one hour and forty minutes long.

Individual members of QCDW may present financial programs during the QCDW Week and have them featured at the breakfast, on the website and at any additional media contacts that are made.

Deb Bartman suggested that QCDW contact community organizations to ask them what kind of financial education program they would like to have QCDW plan and execute for them.  Suggestions included church groups, women’s and men’s groups, CASI, etc., and we could also include an invitation to the public in order to boost attendance at our event.   

Important Dates

The meeting closed at 4:40 p.m.  1) The Lunch and Learn Committee meeting is Tuesday, June 10, 2008 at 12:00 p.m. at Waddell & Reed, 2305 E.52nd Street, Davenport.  2) The next Board Meeting is Thursday, June 12, 2008, 4:00 p.m. at the Junior Achievement offices, 800 12th Avenue, Moline. 4) The next Membership Meeting is Thursday, June 19, 2008, 3:30 p.m. at the Moline Public Library, 3210 41st Street.  This meeting will focus solely on QCDW Week activities.

Members and guests included: Trisha Taylor, Chris McCoy, Pat McKillip, Dave Hulsbrink and Mike VanSpeybroeck.

Submitted by: Rita Cunningham, secretary

