QC DOLLARWISE MEMBERSHIP

MEETING MINUTES

June 19, 2008

Matt Sharer, vice president, called the meeting of the QC DollarWise membership to order at 3:40 p.m. at the Moline Public Library.  Board members present were: Deb Bartman, Rita Cunningham, Chris McCoy, and Dale Owen.    Excused Board members included:  Lisa Ahern, Deb Hinds and Margaret Murphy.  The minutes of the May 22, 2008 meeting were approved with the following corrections:  on page 2, the date of the DollarWise breakfast changed to the 18th and the addition of Western Illinois University being contacted by Mike VanSpeybroeck to run the movie “In Debt We Trust.”  

The Board welcomed Chris McCoy as the newest Board member.  Chris is already an active member of QC DollarWise and will continue to support the work of QC DollarWise as a Board member.

Rita Cunningham reported on the search for a new coordinator.  She said that she, Margaret Murphy and Lisa Ahern have interviewed candidates.  The selection will be made by Monday, June 23.  The Board will be given the opportunity to vote on the selection.

In Margaret Murphy’s absence, Rita Cunningham reported that there were six renewals this month.  In addition, Ascentra Credit Union made a sponsorship donation for DollarWise week and IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union made an investor donation.  Thank you to both of these Credit Unions.

REPORTS/COMMITTEES

Illinois Asset Building Group

An email went out to the committee that Dennis Ahern will be the coordinator of this committee and will start meeting with Illinois legislators.  Committee members were told they could accompany Dennis.

Business Lunch ‘n Learn

Chris McCoy reported that the Lunch ‘n Learn committee met last week and they are working on this program and are putting together a four-week program that they can take into businesses. The programs would be provided during a lunch hour or condensed into a shorter time frame.  The committee is looking for companies with about 15-20 employees so that every employee can get individual attention, if needed.  The committee also needs presenters for the programs.  The goal of the committee is to start these programs during DollarWise Week in September. 

Boys & Girls Club

Dale Owen reported that the work with the Boys & Girls Club is progressing.  Junior Achievement has age specific programs that will be presented.  The University of Illinois and Iowa extensions are working together to put together financial literacy curriculum.   Also, there would be high school programs using JA, the university extensions and the credit unions.  Matt Sharer has a high school program that is presented each year in local high schools and he will be joining his information with the committee.  An actual financial institution will be built at 5th Avenue and 5th Street where the kids could work and learn hands-on financial skills.

OLD BUSINESS

DollarWise Week—September 20-27, 2008

The United Conference of Mayors has a DollarWise Week each year and QCDW is a participant in that week.  The main activity is the Mayors’ Breakfast, scheduled this year for Thursday, September 18, 2008 at 7:30 a.m.  This activity would be a kick-off to the financial literacy events that would be available to the public all the next week.  There is a need for volunteers to help with this event on different subcommittees—decorations, food, speakers, programs and events during the following week.  Additional work on this week will be Thursday, July 10 at the board meeting at the JA office in Moline. 

Working on proclamations and invites to the breakfast to the Mayors of the local cities, several are scheduled.  Additionally, the following people will contact:  Rita Cunningham, Mayor Freemire, Bettendorf; Matt Sharer, Mayor Welvaert, Moline; and Mike VanSpeybroeck, Mayor Gluba, Davenport. 

The members present told of making their contacts for the “In Debt We Trust” movie and they are waiting for answers. 

New Business

Dale Owen talked about a coalition of churches, in Muscatine, which worked on helping people with financial literacy and following up on their progress.  In the end, they brought in Dave Ramsey, a money manager, to speak to the group, which had resolved over a million dollars of debt.  Dale will follow up on this coalition and report back to QCDW.

Members and guests included: Mike VanSpeybroeck.

Submitted by: Rita Cunningham, secretary

Mark your calendars with the following dates:

Thursday, July 10, 4:00 p.m., JA office in Moline, Board Meeting

Thursday, July 17, 3:30 p.m., Moline Public Library, General Membership Meeting

Thursday, August 14, 4:00 p.m., JA office in Moline, Board Meeting

Thursday, August 21, 3:30 p.m., Rock Island Public Library, General Membership Meeting

Thursday, September 11, 4:00 p.m., JA office in Moline, Board Meeting

Thursday, September 18, 7:30 a.m., QC DollarWise breakfast, Figge Museum, Davenport

Thursday, October 9, 4:00 p.m., JA office in Moline, Board Meeting

Thursday, October 16, 3:30 p.m., Rock Island Public Library, General Membership Meeting

Thursday, November 13, 4:00 p.m., JA office in Moline, Board Meeting

Thursday, November 20, 3:30 p.m., Moline Public Library, General Membership Meeting

Thursday, December 11, 4:00 p.m., JA office in Moline, Board Meeting

Thursday, December 18, 3:30 p.m., Rock Island Public Library

